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Scholarship Award: 

 

St. Mary Knights of Columbus Council 4196 will award three scholarships in the spring 

of 2023, totaling $6,000.00.  The first place winner will receive $3,000.00, second place 

$2,000.00 and third $1,000.00.  Scholarships will be awarded to the most deserving 

individuals as determined by the Knights of Columbus Scholarship Evaluation 

Committee. 

 

 

Schedule: 
 

 

Applications available online    January 15 

Applications returned (postmarked no later than)  February 24 

Applications evaluated by scholarship committee March 13 

Notify winners no later than    March 27 

Grand Knight Awards presentation    TBD 

 
 

Eligibility Criteria: 
 

Applicants must be graduating high school seniors, whose parent(s) are registered 

members of St. Mary Parish, Spokane Valley, Washington. The first step in evaluating 

applications will be verification of parish registration.  The applicant must be entering 

his/her freshman year at a college, university, or vocational school.   

 

 

Application Criteria: 

 

To be eligible for consideration, all application materials must be completed and returned 

to the Knights of Columbus Council 4196, no later than February 24, 2023.  Entries post 

marked by this date will also be accepted.  Completed applications may also be hand 

delivered to the St. Mary Parish Office in person no later than February 24, 2023.  Late 

or incomplete applications will not be reviewed; applications will be disqualified.  

Applicants will not be notified of disqualification.  
 

Mailed applications should be sent to: 

 
St. Mary Knights of Columbus 

304 S. Adams 

Spokane Valley, WA 99216 

 

Attn: Scholarship Committee Chairman 

 

 



 

Cover Sheet: 
 

Please provide the following information as a cover sheet to all scholarship 

applications.  Use the Evaluation Criteria check list below to make sure all 

application materials are submitted.  Provide all information requested below.  

 

Name of applicant ___________________________________Telephone_____________ 
 

Mailing address___________________________________________________________ 
 

City ________________________ State ________Zip Code_______________________ 

 

Applicant’s Email Address __________________________________  

 

Applicant’s Signature_____________________________________________ 
 

REQUIRED: Parent’s Name as registered in St. Mary Parish:  _____________________ 

Parent’s Email Address _____________________________________ 
 

Evaluation Criteria: 

Grade Point Average…25% □ 

Provide an official school transcript, signed by a school administrator, showing academic 

performance from the first semester of the freshman year, up to and including the first 

semester of the senior year.  Applicants’ grade point averages will be ranked objectively. 

 

Leadership and Activities…10% □ 

Document all leadership activities in which you’ve been involved, including all offices 

held, dates held, and awards received.  Do not list anything prior to Grade 9 unless it was 

continued into high school. Please include length of service. 

 

Community Service…40% □ 

Document and explain your participation in community activities such as: Scouting, 

Church, Food Drives, etc.  Remember to show hours, frequency and total length of 

service. Include only those activities during high school years (grades 9 – 12), unless the 

activity was begun prior to grade 9 and continued into high school.   

 

Attach one letter of recommendation from an individual familiar with your character, 

describing voluntary activities in which you’ve participated.  Letter should contain the 

author’s contact information (name and telephone number). 

 



Essay…25% □ 

Please write an essay long enough to fully describe the following question: 

"What incident, or series of Incidents, has influenced you most, 
has molded you into the person you are now?  How has that 
helped you prepare to achieve your goals beyond high school?" 

 
Note that community service, school activities, and the essay comprise the bulk of the 

scoring, at 75%, and are subjectively ranked by committee members.  Since the 

evaluating committee places the most emphasis on these areas, please be as complete and 

descriptive as possible.  The committee can give better consideration to community 

service if hours, frequency of service, and length of service are described fully.  List all 

extra-curricular activities, church activities, volunteer service and work experience, paid 

and unpaid.  Limit activities to grades 9-12, unless they were initiated at an earlier age 

(i.e. scouting) and carried through high school years.  GPA makes up the remaining 

25% of an applicant’s score.  It is the only objective evaluation criteria.   

 

In the unlikely event of a mathematical tie, candidates will be invited to participate in an 

interview.  In such a case the submitted application will constitute 75% of the applicant’s 

score, with the interview representing 25% of the candidate’s total ranking. 

 

The proceeds of this scholarship(s) will be credited to the recipient’s student account at 

the school of their choice upon receipt of proof of school registration for post-

secondary education.  Notice of this registration must be given to the Knights of 

Columbus Council by October 30, 2023.  Failure to give notice of this registration may 

result in loss of any award.  By signing the application, selected winners agree to provide 

this proof by the date specified or forfeit any award. 

 

St. Mary Knights of Columbus recognize that, although rare, an unforeseen 

circumstance may occur which interferes with a winner’s ability to register by 

October 30, 2023.  Should this happen, and providing we receive written notification 

to include post-secondary education intentions prior to the above date, we may 

grant a one year extension to the scholarship award.  The proof of school 

registration requirement may be postponed for a maximum of one year only and 

must be received on or before October 31, 2024 or the award will be forfeited. 

 

Applications will be given a double-blind evaluation.  Any identifying information will 

be redacted from all applications by the Grand Knight.  Redacted copies will be given to 

the scholarship committee for review and evaluation, identified only as Applicant A, B, 

C, etc.   They will be numerically ranked and weighted in four categories.  Winners will 

be determined by the highest mathematical score and given to the Grand Knight, 

identified only by letter.  Committee members will know the names of the winners only 

after the Grand Knight reveals those names publicly.  In the unlikely event of a tie, 

applicants may be asked to participate in a short interview process.  Application packets 

will be destroyed once evaluation is complete. 


